Using Web Browser Tabs

All web browsers on all devices support the ability to open a web page in a
new tab instead of the current window or tab. This is very useful since you
do not lose what you are currently looking at and can easily get back to that
web page by simply closing the new tab. This is particularly useful when
you do use an Internet search engine (like Google or DuckDuckGo) since
you do not lose your search results when you click on a link.

You can get back to where you were via the Back button on the browser
but it is easier and much more efficient to use tabs. The problem is that if
you follow a link from the search result web page and then another link, you
may have to click the back button many times to get back to the search
results. Tabs make this process much easier and more efficient.

Browsers support the following tab related features:

Opening a new tab and going viewing a web page in it

Following a link from a web page by opening the link in a new tab
Switching between tabs

Closing the current tab and going back to the previous tab
Viewing the currently opened tabs

Pinning tabs so they are always available (on computer browsers)

Tabs look different on different browsers and different devices. Today we
will look at three different browsers (Google Chrome, Apple Safari and
Mozilla Firefox) running on computers, tablets and smartphones.

There are also different tab related preferences on the various browsers
and devices.
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Safari

Sarari on the Mac puts the tabs above the web page in the browser
window. In this case, there are two tabs:

eoe [ <« wi 0 @ seniorplanet.org & © M _+

i Google Gmail Filters Contacts Cal Food Drive Docs Sheets DT Docs Weather Roads F »
G E 0 Welcome tiior Planet - Senior Planet /
@ SENIOR PLANET Tab 1 Tab2 New Tab button View Tabs button

The one with the lighter background is the active tab which is being
There is also a “+” (plus) button for adding a new tab. With Safari on an
iPad, the tabs look very similar:
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For both devices, the active tab has a lighter background and the inactive
tab(s) have a darker background. You can switch between them by
clicking on the tabs. The active tab has a close button (X) which lets you
close the tab. On the Mac, the close button appears when you hover the
mouse over a tab.

There is also a keyboard shortcut on the Mac and PC to close the current
tab. You hold down the Command key on a Mac (or Control key on PC)
and tap the W key. This closes the current tab and displays the previous
tab.

This is a great way to quickly view search result links in Google or
DuckDuckGo or another search website. You hold down the Command
key on a Mac (or Control on a PC) and click the link to open it in a new tab.
You can then click links on that web page to view related pages and use
the Command/W on Mac (or Control/W on PC) to close that search result
and go right back to the search results display.

On a Mac, if you click on the Tab button in the upper right part of the
window which looks like two overlapping rectangles:

r
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GO gle senior planet colorado X
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you will see a display of all the open tabs, which looks like this:
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In this case, there are four pinned tabs and two regular tabs. You can click

on any tab to switch to that tab. You can also click on the Close (X) button
in the upper left of each unpinned tab image to close it.
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On the iPad, you tap on the Tab button (the two overlapping rectangles to
view the open tabs):

5:05 PM Tue Feb 2 3 94% mm)
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[ x| & senior planet colorado - Google Search G Google
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This brings up a tab display similar to the one on the Mac:

5:06 PM Tue Feb 2 5T 94% )

Private -+  Done

& senior planet colorado - Google Search G Google

Google

There are buttons on the top to add a new private tab, a new normal tab
and a Done button to close the tab display.
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With Safari on an iPhone, you tap on the tab button in the lower right corner
to view the current tabs:

o VZW Wi-Fi 2 1:22 PM < @ 92% @m)
AA @ seniorplanet.org @
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@SENIOR PLANET pan v
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This shows a three dimensional display of the tabs. You can tap on one of
the tabs to open it or click the close (X) button in the upper left to close the
tab. There is also a Plus (+) button to create a new tab:

aw VZW Wi-Fi 9 1:22 PM 7 @ 92% =
& Google

ALL IMAGES

Google
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On and iPhone or iPad you can press down and hold on the tab button (the
overlapping rectangles) to see a popup menu that lets you close the current
tab or all the tabs:

10:20 AM SatFeb 6 't 79% @m)
< M AA & google.com e M +
Google Gmail Filters Contacts Cal Food Drive Docs Sheets DT Docs Weather Roads Snow AM
2 New Tab /
G senior planet colorado - Google Search a GG
New Private Tab
About  Store
Open New Window
Close This Tab X
Close Both Tabs X
Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky
@@ Have questions about the COVID-19 vaccine? Get the facts
Advertising Business How Search works N Carbon neutral since 2007 Privacy Terms Settings

In Chrome, there is a Close All button on the tab display (after you tab on
the tabs button). Firefox is similar. You can delete all tabs by clicking on
the trash can button on the tabs display.
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You can also open a link on a web page in a new tab instead of the current
one. On a computer, you can right-click on a link to bring up a context
menu and select the “Open Link in New Tab” option.

On a Mac, you can also hold down the Command button and click on a link
to open it in a new tab. On a PC, this is done by holding down the Control
button and clicking on a link.

For example, if | search for “senior planet colorado” on the google.com web
page and then right click on the first link, | see the context menu with the
“Open Link in New Tab” option:
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About 10,700,000 results (0.58 seconds)
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Welcome to Senior Plar  Open Link in New Window zniors learn new skills , save money,
get in shape, and make 1 and ...

Download Linked File
Download Linked File As...

Local Events , vents
. Add Link to Bookmarks... .
Hosted by Senior PI . . . everything you need to know
Add Link to Reading List
Free. Wed February »hones. Hosted by ...
Copy Link
About Our Col :act Us
Senior Planet's cour  SNare > guestion about Senior
members find new v aqd item Colorado? Want to get ...

Generate Secure Password

Visit Us in Lov

Open “https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=si

Inspect Element -ygmV5bQ-0GWBx_b6cYgp” in a new tab

Services >
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On the iPad, you click and hold down on a link to bring up the context menu
and then tap on the “Open in New Tab” option. In Safari, you will see a
preview of the link along with the menu options:
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The same technique of holding down on a link is used on an iPhone:

seniorplanet.org Hide preview

Main
@SENIOR PLANET Menk T

Colorado Menu v

Welcome to Seni

o

‘ Open in New Tab

Download Linked File (@)

The other browsers (Chrome and Firefox) work the same way on both
devices.
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In Safari on a Mac, you can right click on a tab at the top of the display to
bring up a context menu which will let you close the tab, the other tabs or
the tabs to the right of the current tab:

=
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Close Tabs to the Right
Move Tab to New Window

G Google

Arrange Tabs By

You can also choose “Pin Tab” to shrink the tab and keep it on all browser
windows. In this case, there are four pinned tabs to the left of the other
tabs. This is very helpful for websites you visit often, e.g. your email or
calendar websites.

If you want to change a pinned tab back to a normal tab, you can right-click
on the tab and select the “Unpin Tab” option. You can then close the tab if
you wish.

You can quickly get to any tab on a computer by holding down the
Command key on a Mac or the Control key on a PC and typing the number.
For example, Command/1 (Control/1 on PC) goes to the left most tab,
Command/2 to the second tab,etc. This is a great way to switch to a
pinned tab since they are pinned in the first few tab positions.
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In Safari on a Mac, the Safari Preferences window is opened by selecting
“Preferences” from the Safari menu. You can then click on the Tabs button
to view the settings related to tabs:

r
® Tabs
10 == 9 aQ a 0 & & &
General | Tabs AutoFill Passwords Search Security Privacy Websites Extensions Advanced
Open pages in tabs instead of windows:  Automatically e
#-click opens a link in a new tab
When a new tab or window opens, make it active
Use #-1 through $£-9 to switch tabs
Show website icons in tabs
¥ -click: Opens a link in a new tab, and makes it the active tab.
38 -Shift-click: Opens a link in a new tab.
3 -Option-click: Opens a link in a new window, and makes it the active window.
&8 -Option-Shift-click: Opens a link in a new window. ?
.

This is where you specify that Command clicking opens a link in a new tab
and when the tab opens it should become immediately active. |
recommend checking all four options here.
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Chrome

The Chrome browser works in similar fashion to Safari on all three types of
devices (computer, tablet and smartphone). On the Mac, Chrome with two

tabs open looks like this:

O @ @ Welcome to Senior Planet - Se X G Google X ‘ +
& Cc O Rseniorplanet_org 7 * \¢ » :
Tab 1 Tab 2 New Tab button
@SENIOR PLANET i Menu «

1 s
S, L] |
Joinlus for online programs every ‘week to'’keepilearning, connecting, and exploring.

Upcoming Events COVID-19 Resources

®

In Chrome, the tabs are at the very top of the browser window.

There is no built in button for displaying a preview of all the tabs on a
computer, but this can be added with a Chrome extension.
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On the iPad, the display is similar but does have a button to preview the
tabs:

10:06 AM Wed Feb 3

@ Welcome to Senior Plan: X G Google

& c & seniorplariges 4 T cee
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The tab preview on an iPad looks like this:

10:15 AM Wed Feb 3 = 97% [©42)

Close All Done
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On the iPhone, Chrome looks similar to Safari:
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The tabs preview looks like this:
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Firefox

Firefox on a Mac looks similar to the other browsers:

_ @ Welcome to Senior Planet - Ser X @ Google

&« C @ &https://seniorplanet.org
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Join us for. S every, wee\( to keep%onnectmg and exploring: A
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Upcoming Events COVID-19 Resources

There is no built-in button for previewing the tabs on computers, but this
can be added with a Firefox extension.
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Firefox on the iPad looks very similar but has a button to preview the tabs:

10:42 AM Wed Feb 3

Tab 1 New Tab button Display Tabs button
@SENIOR PLF’NET Main Menu

Joinus for o

Upcoming Events COVID-19 Resources

Have a technology question? Call the National Senior Planet Hotline: 920-666-1959

Open from 9am - 5pm EDT, Monday - Friday I:
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The preview tabs display in Firefox on the iPad looks like this:

10:51 AM Wed Feb 3 = 100% [£42)

Search Tabs

UpcomingEvents  COVID-19 Re:

Open from 9am - 5pm EDT, Monday - Friday.

Close All Tabs

o0 T -+

The three buttons on the bottom are for adding a private tab, closing all the
tabs and adding a new tab (+).
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Firefox on the iPhone looks very similar to the other browsers:
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The preview tabs display looks like this:
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There are many other web browsers available on the various devices. As
you can see from the examples above, they all do most of the tab related
features and do it in a very similar fashion.

Using tabs, particularly on computers, can make your browsing experience
much simpler and faster and it is worth trying it out to see how well it works
for you.
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