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What is Philately?

Stamp collecting—or "philately"—is a rewarding hobby suitable for nearly all ages.

• Collect stamps from any country or time period

• Learn history, geography, culture, and art

• Organize by theme, country, or era

• Join a community of fellow collectors



Why Collect Stamps?

• Educational—stamps teach geography and history

• Creative—organize collections by personal interest

• Affordable—start small, grow over time

• Social—connect with other collectors



Main Types of Stamps

• Definitive stamps — regular postage, commonly used

• Commemorative stamps — issued for special events and anniversaries

• Special stamps — holidays, airmail, postage due



Getting Started

• Choose a collection theme (country, era, topic)

• Start with used stamps from envelopes or bulk packets

• Invest in basic tools

• Join a local stamp club for guidance



Essential Equipment

For Organization
Album or stockbook, Hinges, Tweezers,

Watermark tray and fluid

Dennison stamp
Hinges list on ebay
For about 30.00

Don’t be fooled by
“dennisEn”  
Newer hinges just 
aren’t
as good.



Essential Equipment

For Reference
Catalogue (Scott for US), Magnifier, Color guide



Acquiring Your Stamps

• Save stamps from your own mail

• Buy bulk "kiloware" stamps sorted by weight

• Attend local stamp shows and dealer tables

• Visit online marketplaces (eBay, HipStamp, StampWorld)



Caring for Your Collection

• Handle stamps with stamp tongs, not fingers

• Use acid-free albums to prevent damage

• Store in cool, dry place away from moisture

• Older stamps (pre-1940) tend to be more valuable



Collecting Tips

• Start small—collect what interests you

• Focus on condition and rarity over cost

• Group stamps by country, era, or theme

• Keep a catalogue for reference and valuation

• Search on YouTube for: 
• Inherited stamp collection? - What to do

• Silk on the web

• Ted talks stamps

• Ken's Stamp Collection



Online resources
• https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify  

Image search online..  Also catalog.

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify


Online resources

• https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html

US Stamp prior to 1940

https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html
https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html


Online resources
• Google Lens

Image search online..  



Online resources
• https://www.stampworld.com/en/



Online resources
• https://www.stampworld.com/en/



Online resources
https://www.stampalbums.com/default.asp

Referred to as the Steiner pages.  Some free pages, subscription is 50 per year.  

https://www.thestampweb.com/albumeasy

AlbumEasy - free software for creating custom stamp album pages.  Has many 
premade pages.

https://thestampforum.boards.net

Stamp bulletin board

https://www.stampcollectingsoftware.com/index.htm

StampManage.  Stamp database.  89.95  annual update 29.95 (it’s what I use)

https://www.betweentheperfs.com/MCSC 

Mid-Cities Stamp club newsletters (Dallas TX)

https://www.stampalbums.com/default.asp
https://www.thestampweb.com/albumeasy
https://thestampforum.boards.net/
https://www.stampcollectingsoftware.com/index.htm
https://www.betweentheperfs.com/MCSC


Online resources
https://www.stampcommunity.org/

Stamp Community forum

https://stampforgeries.com/
Stamp forgeries of the world

https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-
supplies/ 

Stamp Supplies

https://stamporama.com/
Stamp club.  Free 

https://stamps.org/
American Philatelic Society

https://www.stampcommunity.org/
https://stampforgeries.com/
https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-supplies/
https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-supplies/
https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-supplies/
https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-supplies/
https://www.wizardcoinsupply.com/products/stamp-collecting-supplies/
https://stamporama.com/
https://stamps.org/


Online resources

• https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/

• U.S. Stamp Identifier

• https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html

• Stamp Smarter 

https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier/
https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html
https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html


Join the Hobby Community

• Local stamp clubs offer trading and mentorship

• Stamp shows and exhibitions showcase rare finds

• Online communities (r/philately, StampWorld)

• Libraries have philatelic reference books



Examples and Demos. 
Childhood Page vs  current computer page



Examples and Demos.
Without watermark fluid,  with watermark fluid  Same stamp design.



Examples and Demos.

• Use Stamp Manage

• Use Album Easy

• Use USB Microscope



Happy Collecting!

Questions?

Stamps are miniature gateways to the world

Want some stamps to start your collection or a copy the slides ?
Email stamps@bkworms.com. 

mailto:stamps@bkworms.com
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