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Program Contents

• Introduction to the adventure sport of geocaching  
• The history of geocaching; how it started and where it stands today
• Technology used to participate in the sport
• The tools to help you retrieve cache containers

• TOTTs  
• Review a geocache page 

• Cache Name/Cache owner/Published Date/Location
• Type of cache (regular, virtual, multi, letterbox, earthcache, wherigo)
• Difficulty/Terrain
• Size
• Cache attributes
• Logs

•  The community of geocachers – events (CITO, Mega, Giga)



History of Geocaching

• May 2, 2000 Blue Switch Day

• May 3, 2000 First “geocache”
• Matt Stumm

• Black bucket

• Beavercreek, OR

• Original cache stash

• N 45° 17.460 W 122° 24.800

• May 30, 2000 coined the word 
geocaching

• Headquarters called 
Groundspeak

• Located in Seattle, WA

• September 2, 2000
• 75 caches located around the 

world

• Currently 3 million active caches 
in the world



How to get started Geocaching 

• Go to geocaching.com

• Create a user name and 
password, user names have to 
be unique

• Decide if you want to be a 
premium user

• Select device you want to use
• Phone (iPhone or Android)

• GPS handheld device

• Download an App to your phone
• Paid apps

• iPhone prefer Cachly

• Android C:geo

• Geocaching headquarters 
maintains a free app called 
Geocaching and is free for 
everyone



Types of Geocaches

• Have a physical container
• Traditional
• Unknown
• Multi-cache
• Letterbox Hybrid
• Wherigo

• No Physical container
• Lab
• Virtual
• Earth
• Event/CITO
• Webcam



Difficulty/Terrain



Container Sizes

• Micro : less than 4 oz

• Small : 4+ oz to 4 cups

• Regular : 4+ cups to 5 gallons

• Large : More than 5 gallons

• Other : a container that is 
creative and often highly 
camouflaged 

• Attributes
• Communicate what to expect at a 

cache location. Cache owners may 
identify attributes before 
submitting a cache listing for 
review. Identified attributes will 
appear on the right side of a cache 
listing page.



The Cache Page



Geocaching Speak

• TOTTS (tools of the trade)
• Pen
• Tweezer
• Magnet
• Flashlight
• RED (reach extension device)
• Ladder
• Boots or waders

• TFTC – Thanks for the cache

• DNF – Did not find

• GZ – Ground zero

• Muggle – non geocacher who 
might disturb cache location

• Disabled – cache is inaccessible 
and the owner has disabled it till 
they can fix it

• Archived – cache has been 
removed and no longer can be 
found



Adventure Labs

• Adventure Labs have no container 
but require you complete an 
answer to claim the stage

• Most are up to 5 stages 

• Answers should be found at the 
stage

• Can be close together or miles 
apart 

• You rate the AL when you are 
finished



Stages

• There are guardrails on how 
close you need to be to open up 
the answer

• Sequential and non-sequential 
options

• Sometimes a bonus mystery 
cache is added, hint to final in 
the journal entries



Trackables

• Travel Bugs and Geocoins

• Log when you take one from a cache or log when you discover one 
without taking possession of it

• Can have a mission to travel to particular places

• You can buy trackables online then activate them and drop in a cache

• Watch it travel



Community



Helpful Geocaching Videos

• https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=find+a+geocache

• https://www.youtube.com/shorts/QILxBCWcIpI

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xE-zMPhiAi0

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=find+a+geocache
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/QILxBCWcIpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xE-zMPhiAi0
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